When and why the Bharata 'was recast.            15
controversies are hinted at in the Mokshadharma section
of the Shanti Parva. Buddhism and Jainism had assumed
an offensive appearance, and were threatening to be
powerful rivals of the orthodox Aryan religion, and it
may be assumed that, while no direct mention is made
of Buddha or his tenets, the recasting of the Bharata
was due to this very growing evil. At that time Brah-
min teachers probably thought it necessary to bring
together en masse all the floating materials, for the
preaching of their religion, into one focus, and hence we
liave the spectacle of a vast didactic work raised on the
foundation of the legend of the Bharata war. Here we
find the clue to the fact that the Mahabharata is constant-
ly preaching Dharma and the sanctity of its exponents.
Dharma and its preachers, the Brahmanas, appear to
have been in danger, and adherence to Dharma and
obedience to Brahmanas is constantly insisted upon
throughout the Mahabharata. This is, in our opinion,
the most probable reason why we find an epic, the
Baharata of Vaishampayana or Vyasa, turned into a
Dharma Grantha, a Smriti as, it is believed to be, a vast
didactic work embracing all the departments of the
Aryan religion and morals as they were in the days of
Megasthenes.
It may, perhaps, be urged that the shlokas contain-
ing a reference to the Yavanas and the Shakas may have
been introduced after 300 B.C while the rest of the poem
may have been reconstructed at an earlier date. If any
confirmation, however, of what has been urged above,
is needed, the state of society, religion and knowledge,
depicted generally in the Mahabharata, corresponds